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SUBJECT: LITTLE BRITISH REACTION TO U S. JAPANESE OMA ON COLOR 
TELEVISION SETS 
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TO OUR KNOWLEDGE THE ONLY PRESS REACTION TO THE U.S.-JAPANESE 
OMA ON COLOR TELEVISION RECEIVERS HAS COME INA MAY 23 
FINANCIAL TIMES ARTICLE BY DAVID BELL IN WASHINGTON WHICH 
HEADLINED AMBASSADOR STRAUSS' STATEMENT THAT THE INTERNATIONAL 
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TELEVISION INDUSTRY HAS SEEN "SOME OF THE MOST ABUSIVE PRACTICES 
IN WORLD TRADE." ACCORDING TO THE BRIEF ARTICLE, STRAUSS 
ALSO STRESSED THAT THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION HAD AGAIN AVOIDED 
PROTECTIONISM BUT HE DID "ADMIT THAT THE OMA WAS A RESTRAINT 
OF TRADE." SAYING THE OMA WAS THE VERY LEAST THAT COULD BE 
DONE GIVEN U.S. PRESSURES FOR PROTECTIONISM, STRAUSS REPORTEDLY 
CHARACTERIZED THE AGREEMENT AS "MEDICINE" WHICH WOULD KEEP 
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THINGS FROM GETTING WORSE LATER ON. STRAUSS IS REPORTED TO HAVE 
UNDERLINED THE URGENT NEED FOR FRESH PROGRESS IN THE MULILATERAL 
TRADE NEGOTIATIONS AND SAID THAT HE WOULD VISIT A NUMBER OF 
EUROPEAN CAPITALS THIS YEAR TO GET THE TALTALKS LATER, 

"PROBABLY EARLY IN 1978. "MILLER 
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